MY NOTES                                                527
AFTER A YEAR
If, therefore, any people believe that we shall have a holiday
after December, they will be making the greatest error. Whether
we get swaraj now or after some time, we shall not be acting in
a different way after it is won. We shall have to continue to work
for self-purification even then. What remains undone now will
have to be finished later. If Anand, Bardoli and other talukas
wish to fight, they should realize that, having taken the field
once, they cannot retreat even if it takes a year or several years.
If it is certain that victory will be theirs provided they take the
lead, they should also resolve to put up with hardships for the
time being. No one will comment if they do not take the first
step. If they do, however, they will have no option but to stand
firm and die or win. Such courage and fortitude are absolutely
necessary.
No NEED TO BE DISHEARTENED
I do not write this to dishearten Gujaratis, but to point out to
them their duties and responsibilities. I write this so that Gujaratis
do not enter the field under the misapprehension that there is
nothing very difficult about the thing and then, by retreating,
invite ridicule upon themselves. Those who have understood our
struggle and have learnt to follow truth and non-violence will not
at all be dismayed by what I have said here. I have given this
warning in clear words so that if any Gujarati has yet not under-
stood the meaning of our fight, he may now clearly understand it.
SACRED WITHIN LIMITS
I have often shown that the sanctity of khadi lies in the fact
of its being swadeshi. Wheat is sacred grain, but it is eaten by a
sannyasi and also by a thief. Likewise, the wicked and the vir-
tuous both may wear the sacred khadi. Anyone who forsakes what
is the dharma of an Indian in so far as his body is concerned
commits an error and harms the country. It is true that, in this
period of transition, other virtues are attributed to khadi and
hypocrites prosper in their hypocrisy by dressing themselves in
khadi. This cannot go on for long. When khadi comes to be
regarded as our national dharma, it will be esteemed for its real
value. Those who have understood the duty of wearing and
producing khadi will never stop wearing it even though they may
observe its misuse at some places.
There will be no difficulty now in seeing the answers to some
questions raised by a friend, questions which appear like moral